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• 58 stolen at NW Meet 
info on page 11 
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SEPTEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

   As many other club members, my first cars were Chevys, a 51 sedan 
when I turned 16, followed by a turquoise and white 57 hardtop.  I then 
bought a 57 all Inca Silver 57 hardtop.  I had many good times in those 
57’s going to school in Richland.  I got back into old cars when I 
inherited my grandmother’s 50 coupe. 
   However, when I saw the white and silver 57 for sale in Richland while 
visiting, I had to buy it.  I soon replaced the 327, which went bad on a trip 
back from Richland. This started a restoration that is still in progress 
today.                                                   continued on page 9 

John and Marilyn Campbell’s 57 

September Program 
September’s meeting program: Meeting will be a BBQ/Potluck at Tillicum 
school.  Meet at 7:00 PM, a little earlier than normal.  The club will provide 
hotdogs, drinks, plates, silverware, napkins etc.  Please bring a salad dish, dessert, 
chips or snack.  We will have our short business portion of the meeting as we eat, 
but mostly this is just a social event.  Come and join us for some good talk and 
good eats. 
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2003 Officers of the Puget Sound Region 

Puget Sound Region VCCA 
The Puget Sound Region of the Vintage Chevrolet Club of America (PS-VCCA) is dedicated to the preservation,  
restoration, fun and enjoyment of vintage Chevrolets cars and trucks. Members are not required to own a Chevrolet. 
PS-VCCA chapter membership is open to all Chevrolet enthusiasts who are members of the Vintage Chevrolet Club 
of America (VCCA). All Chevys from 1911 through 1977 may be registered with the region. General meetings are 
held on the 4th Monday of the month at Tillicum Middle School in Bellevue (see below). Meetings in September 
through May are from 7:30PM to 9:30PM. June and August meetings are announced in this publication. No meetings 
are held in July or December. You can learn more about the club by visiting the website. You can see color photos of 
previous tours, parts for sale, wanted, etc. and there is a link to view our Monthly Newsletter “Tappet Clatter.” You 
can find the PS-VCCA website on the World Wide Web @ http://www.barkerville.net/vccachev 

  Director                  Asst. Director 
Rod Schein                    Steve Grissom 
areshine@juno.com   Steveg4@aol.com 

  Secretary                  Treasurer 
   Don Comstock        Sallie Comstock 
              corvairguy@att.net 
 

   Activities             Historian                     Club Store 
                              anama97@aol.com           jdarb@att.net 

    Editor                                      Membership  
Jim Martoza                                     John Strampher 
chevyjim@cablespeed.com        chevyjohn@foxinternet.com 

2  T A P P E T  C L A T T E R   

Please submit Tappet Clatter contributions by 
the 10th of the month. Thanks 

Eastbound on I-90:  
Take  Exit 11B (148th Ave SE)  
Head north on 148th Ave SE  
Take a right (heading east) onto 
SE 16th St. Continue on SE 16th 
St. for about a mile. 
Turn left on 160th Ave SE.  
Tillicum Middle School's field will 
be on your right. Park anywhere 
at the school. Enter the cafeteria 
by the north doors. 
 

From other directions 
Find your way to the corner of 
148th Ave SE and SE 16th St. in 
Bellevue. Head east on SE 16th 
St. at this intersection. Travel for 
about a mile. Turn left on 160th 
Ave SE. Tillicum Middle School's 
field will be on your right. Park 
anywhere at the school. Enter the 
cafeteria by the north doors. 
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Rod’s Relay 
            

Evie and I just returned from our trip to Oklahoma and  the National Parks in the South-
west.  What a wonderful experience seeing those special sights of Mesa Verde, Arches, Grand 
Canyon, Zion, and Bryce.  A special unplanned surprise was visiting the Golden Spike Monu-
ment and discovering the operational replicas of the two steam engines that participated in the 
driving of the golden spike in 1869 at Promontory, Utah.  These reproductions  were built in the 
1970’s. That is a whole story in itself.  What a photographic opportunity to film Union Pacific’s 
119 as it steamed toward the Central Pacific’s Jupiter.   

Just before we left on our trip, we enjoyed a great NW Meet put on by the Mt. Rainier Re-
gion.  Anna and George Haley did themselves proud with all of there creative work.  Jim Farris 
put on spectacular Wood Tour  We were able to tag along as the “official video photographer”.  
The weather was fantastic and the cars glistened in the sunlight. 

Our next  PSVCCA MEETING will be a special event this year.  We will be motoring to our 
normal meeting place and enjoying a barbecue.  This is a great opportunity to start up that 
Chevy and cruise to the school. 

At our meeting we will be announcing the upcoming nominations for club officers.  I know 
most of us in the club look at this as something less than fun.  I would like to suggest a different 
approach.  I would like you to pick up your PSVCCA Directory and look at the officer titles along 
with the names beside them. Then think about which of the jobs would best fit you.  Which one 
would you be best at doing based on what you know about yourself?  Not a perfect fit, but a best 
fit of what is available.  Then let one of us on the nominating committee know what that might be.  
The members of this year’s nominating committee are Jim Seiber, Don Comstock, and myself.  
This information would be very helpful to us in thinking about officer possibilities with our mem-
bership.  It is our desire that you serve in areas that are your strengths and enjoy a fulfillment in 
your service rather than a burden. 

In the Relay with you, Rod 

T A P P E T  C L A T T E R  3  Photos provided by Ana Maria Haley 
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4  T A P P E T  C L A T T E R   

CLUB  STORE  &  RAFFLE  

Normally, the club store would reopen after a nice long summer vacation, however, since 
the September meeting will be held at Marymoor park, we will postpone our reopening 
until the October meeting. We are still available for purchases and or questions via mail,
e-mail and phone. We will use this extra time off to scout raffle items. Have a good "end-
of the driving season" potluck.  
                                                              Gail & Jim Darby 

OCTOBER Celebrations 

BIRTHDAYS!   ANNIVERSARIES! 

Audrey & Richard  12th  
Ana Maria & George Haley  28th 

Roberta Martoza  7th 
Lila Jacobs  10th 
Carol Folsom  14th 
Sharon  Lauderback  30th 
Mike Currie  25th 
George Haley  27th 
Jerry Brownell  29th 
Jon Hartog  31st 

UPDATED 

This is the famous picture taken at Dillanos Coffee Roaster at one of the 2003 Meet 
Tours. George's car was chosen for a promotion.                   Provided by Ana Maria Haley 

Wally Martin, who drivers that gorgeous 36 Master Deluxe 
Sport Coupe, (see page 6 & 7) on his way home from the 
North West Meet had a learning experience. He found himself 
on the side of the road on highway 405 waiting for AAA to 
bring him a gallon of gas. Was Wally just pushing his luck or 
did he not know how to read a gas gage?      Helgy 

I RAN OUT OF GAS! 
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PUGET SOUND REGION OF THE 
VINTAGE CHEVROLET CLUB OF AMERICA 

2004 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

 

 NAME: ________________________________ SPOUSE: __________________ 
 ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________ 
 CITY: _______________________ STATE ______ ZIP CODE: _____________ 
 TELEPHONE: (____) _____________ V.C.C.A. MEMBERSHIP NO: ___________ 
  CELL PHONE: (____) ___________ E-MAIL ADDRESS: ____________________ 
_ 

LIST ONLY VINTAGE CHEVROLETS OWNED 1911-1977 

YEAR MODEL/BODY STYLE CONDITION USE FOR TOURS 
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

CONDITION 1 = EXCELLENT  USE: M = MOVIES 
 2 = ABOVE AVERAGE   P = PARADES 
 3 = AVERAGE   S = SHOWS 
 4 = FAIR   (BLANK) = NO THANKS 
 5 = POOR OR PARTS CAR    

MAIL MEMBERSHIP FORM TO:  
    JOHN STRAMPHER 
    FOR INFO: (206) 246-1199 

Annual Membership Fee is $20.00 per year.  
Membership is from October to September and is 
pro-rated quarterly for new members. 
PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 

"PUGET SOUND REGION OF V.C.C.A." 
(OPTIONAL): NO CHANGE______ 
Birthdays:________________ 
________________________ 
 

Anniversary: __________________ 
 

Check the Quarter in which you are joining 
___ OCT.-DEC.  $20.00 
___ JAN.-MAR.   $15.00 
___ APR-JUNE   $10.00 
___ JULY-SEPT. $5.00 

NOTE:  ALL REGIONAL MEMBERS MUST BE NATIONAL V.C.C.A. MEMBERS 
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6  T A P P E T  C L A T T E R   

Photos provided by Ana Maria Haley 
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T A P P E T  C L A T T E R  7  

Club Touring & Activities Information for 2003 
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We are looking for a member to host the 
Christmas time potluck & gift exchange. 

This much anticipated get together is  
usually held earlier in December to avoid 

conflicts with other holiday activities. If 
you are interested in hosting this event 
please contact Jim Martoza. 

Photos provided by Ana Maria Haley 

Photo provided by David White 
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8  T A P P E T  C L A T T E R   

2003 Club Meetings & Auto Events Calendar  
Sept 18  Board meeting at Rod and Evie Schein’s 

 20  11th Annual Woodstack Festival Show & Shine, Duvall, WA For more info call  
Jim Martoza: 425-829-4230 or chevyjim@chevelles.com  

 20-21  38th Annual Harvest Swap Meet, Centralia, Washington, 360-273-6961  

 21  2003 End of Summer Classic Car Cruise In, Woodburn, Oregon, 503-399-8089  

 21  Triple XXX Harley Davidson Show. Issaquah WA (425) 392-1266 
 22  General Meeting: @Tillicum @7:30 PM.  
 28  Snohomish Classic Car & Hot Rod Display. 360-568-2526 Downtown - 10 - 4 pm.  

Oct 11-12  12-13  34th Monroe Swap Meet, Monroe WA Info: 360-366-0188  

 18-19  Northwest Car Collectors Show and Swap Meet, Portland, Oregon, 503-694-6922 
 26  Bellingham, WA, Elites Punkin Run. For more info call 360-734-5060 

 27  General Meeting: @Tillicum @7:30 PM.  
Nov 1-2  Bremerton, WA, 35th OVAC Swap Meet @ Kitsap County Fairgrounds. Info:360-876-4954 

 15  Albany, OR, Indoor Swap Meet @ Linn County Expo Center. Info: 541-926-3972 

 22  Vancouver, WA, All Automotive Swap Meet @ Clark County Fairgrounds. Info: 800-659-
3440  

 22-23 Portland, OR, NW Performance & Custom Car Show @ Portland Expo Center. Info: 503-
680-6974 

Photos provided by Ana Maria Haley 

Club Meeting that the Triple X. Those who were 
at the XXX were as follows: Steve Grissom & his 
grand daughter, Dick & Fran Olson, Jim & Sue 
Seiber, Jim & Gail Darby, Glenn & Judy Land-
guth, Bill & Sis Barker with their 2 daughters, a 
son-in law, and twin grandsons, Bob & Florence 
Helgeson, Ernie Tear, George & Phyllis Kowats, 
George and Ana Marie Haley, Lee & Carol  
Folsom, Jim Farris, Dick & Gisele Jones, Tommy 
& Carolyn Frankhouser, Tom & Sharon  
Lauderback, Don & Lynn Boltz, Wally and Judy 
Martin, Ralph and Judy Olson, George Warren, 
John & Dot Ziegler with Lauren & Jake, Donna 
Onat, Dave & Betty Roberts, David White and 
Don Comstock.  
 
Several unknown guest stopped by. Everybody 
took advantage of the great food. Tommy  
Frankhouser really enjoyed the root beer...a  
couple of times. Ana Marie Haley passed out  
tickets for door prizes. Sorry,  don’t know all of 
the winners, except Don Comstock, who won 
nothing....he was really saddened by this.  Wally 
Martin had his '36 picture taken beside a '37 and 
a '38 coupe.  See page 7. 
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“Spotlight” continued from cover page 

   We have taken it on a number of events, such as Northwest Meets, Hot August Nights, and with the 
Ziegler's back to the Nashville meet in 1991.  As John mentioned, it was not a trouble free trip, but it 
was memorable and even enjoyable.  I have thought about modifying it, but it’s a tough decision be-
cause it appears that the majority of 57’s are either total show cars or hot rods.   
 

For those who like numbers, GM made 166,426 Bel Air Sport Coupes.  Total model year production 
was 1,515,177, a little more or less than Ford in 1957, depending if you are talking model or calendar 
year.  The engine is a 220 horse powerpack engine and the automatic is a powerglide.   Too bad it  
doesn’t’ have the 283 horse fuel injection engine.                                    John and Marilyn Campbell 

1957 Bel Air    provided by Ana Maria Haley  
If any single car defines the Fifties, it has to be the crisply face-lifted ‘57 Chevy, led by the top of the line Bel Air. What's 
hard to believe is that so many shoppers shunned Chevrolets back then, turning instead to restyled Fords. Chevy trailed Ford 
in model-year output by 170,000 cars, as Plymouth rose to number three. Not until years later was the ‘57 recognized by 
many as the sharpest Chevy of the decade, best looking of the 55-57 classic era, if not the make's full life span, as well as an 
engineering marvel. Sure, the basic design was getting a little dated, but masterful reworking cleverly concealed the car ori-
gins, making it look almost brand new. Riding new 14 inch rubber, Chevrolets stood 2.5 inches longer and 1.5 inches lower. 
Twin lance-shaped wind splits down the hood substituted for the customary ornament. Modest, if sharp, fins brought up the 
rear, a mere hint of things to come.  Bel Air came in seven models, wearing anodized aluminum trim panels on their rear 
body sides. In pastel shades, such as turquoise and white, a ’57 convertible or Sport Coupe is enough to send shivers 
through many an enthusiastic today, especially when it's loaded with factory extras. Nomad again was the costliest Bel Air, 
with just 6103 built, far below the 166,426 Sport Coupes and 47,652 ragtops. For every Nomad, more than four times as 
many Bel Air Townsman four door wagons were purchased. The best selling Bel Air was a practical pillared four door se-
dan. 
Under the hood, customer could get anything from the long-lived six or 265 cid V-8, to half a dozen interpretations of the 
enlarged 283 cid engine. Some Bel Airs even carried fuel injected V-8s, on loan from Corvette and whipping up as much as 
283 horsepower, one horse power per cubic inch, in an ordinary passenger car from the low priced three. It seemed only  
fitting that Ed Cole, who’d been responsible for the original V-8 and its offshoots, now served as Chevrolet’s general  
manager. The Bel Air convertible found more than 47,000 buyers, a good figure for a car costing $2,511.  
From the "Chevrolet, complete history" (Consumers Guide)  

T A P P E T  C L A T T E R  9  
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From the Glove Box 

1 0  T A P P E T  C L A T T E R   

These are left over questions for last month.  Who can help provide answers to these ques-
tions??? 
1) How can you tell that a catalytic converter is going bad? 
2) Does installing radial tires harm or put strain on the suspension components on certain year Chevys?  

3) Now that we are using unleaded gas. Which octane    rating is correct for our old Chevys?  Should we 
use the compression ratio in determining the correct octane?   

Keep the questions coming. We all learn from these discussions. You can e-mail your  
questions or solutions to Jim Farris at farrismej@aol.com  Thanks for all of your contributions. 
 

                                            Jim Farris 
                                                                                                                                                               Custodian of the Glove boxCustodian of the Glove boxCustodian of the Glove box   

At an earlier meeting Jim Farris identified the 
Cleaner/ Degreaser "Oil Eater" as a great product 
that will clean grease off of any auto part.     
Well, it will and it is biodegradable and non-
toxic. Costco sells it and it is probably  
available at auto parts stores. 

I finally read the label and noticed that it stated it was great for 
cleaning white wall tires at full strength, so I tried it.  It works 
great and will also get the brown off of black tires.  Now, the ques-
tion is how would it treat the paint. It doesn't seem to affect the 
paint on an engine block. Using it on tires you'll probably get some 
on the painted wheels. Be careful. Read the label to be sure you are 
using the proper strength. It states that it is great for spot clean-
ing carpets -1 to 3 parts. Try it but read the directions. I think it 
works great.         Helgy (Bob Helgeson) 

NOTE: No need to cut your newsletter for your renewal 
form.  We can email you the word document file of the 2004 
renewal form or a pdf version.  Let’s use the technology 
available to us.  Now 46 of the 69 memberships or 2/3rds 
have email addresses.  Also, this form will be available at the 
board meeting on Thursday and at the September meeting.  
You can find the form in both versions on-line too.  Contact 
Jim Martoza and he will help make sure you have a renewal 
form and keep your newsletter complete.  Thank you. 
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TAPPET CLATTER Classifieds 
FOR SALE 

T A P P E T  C L A T T E R  1 1  

1960’s Vintage Snap-On Engine analyzer scope, timing 
light, manual, in great condition; $250 Car moving Cast-
ers (4 dollies) fit under each tire, easy to roll vehicle into 
storage space. Jim Seiber (425) 392-7865 jseiber@att.net 
‘54 pick up bed, fenders, etc. being converted to a flat-
bed. Negotiate Caldwell Spiller, 206 356-3271 
Heidt’s front cross-member for ‘36-‘39 straight axle 
cars, to convert to Mustang II IFS, $350  
George Kowats, 253-852-8178 
‘37-‘38 misc. car parts Tom Johnson 253-852-2464 
‘32 Chevy, 7 leaf rear springs $40 pair, Don 
Boltz, (206)242-4636 or DONNYS32@AOL.COM    
‘81 Malibu Classic Wagon, one elderly lady 
owner. 62,000 pampered miles, Walt Blair, 
(206)242-6745 or  
blairhall33@excite.com 
1948 CHEV panel truck Restoration started, engine 
out, fenders off, repaired. Hood, rear doors off. Good 
glass, bumpers, wheels, and tires. Washington State 
title. Audrey Robbins 425-827-8439 

‘56 Chev, step bumper, Dave Roberts, (425) 822-
6831 
1940 Chevrolet Fender Guard for Right Front or 
Left Rear. These are sometimes called Bumper 
Tips. One only or complete set of four. Part number 
985656 Group 7.827 Dennis Johnson 360-697-1165 
or djchevrus@aol.com  

WANTED 

1936–1950 Passenger and 1/2 Ton Brake Shoe Cores. Also, 9 inch ‘38 
to ‘53 clutch discs. Bring to any meeting.  We will forward them to  

990 South Second Street  Lebanon, OR 97355 
TO ORDER:             INFORMATION: 
(800) 841-6622                (541) 258-2114 
FAX: (541) 258-6968  or   
www.fillingstation.com 

1966 Chevy C10 1/2 Ton Fleetside Longbed 
Pickup. Light Green in color. It has the 250 cu. in. 6 cyl-
inder, 3 speed manual transmission, AM/FM Cassette, 
and the Deluxe Heater. This is an original, unrestored 
truck, with the usual "old truck" rust, dents, and 
scratches. It runs and drives well. It has been very useful 
to me for hauling firewood, building materials, and making 
dump runs. I installed a remanufactured carburetor, and 
alternator, and complete new exhaust system. I have in-
stalled new voltage regulator, thermostat, hoses, fan belt,  
anti-freeze, fuel filter, and tune-up parts, including ignition 
wires. It uses some oil, but not too excessive. I installed 
almost new all season radial tires on it. The license is 
good until February 2004. This truck is always easy to 
start, and has been very reliable. It even has a manual 
pull out choke from the factory (a Lee Folsom favorite). I 
no longer need this truck, and am asking $900 for it. It is  
located in Burien. 206-246-1199, or  
chevyjohn@foxinternet.com  John Strampher 

1958 CHEVROLET CONVERTIBLE STOLEN 
 

On Wednesday, August 13, 2003, while at the NW Meet, a blue 1958 Chevrolet Convertible was stolen.  The 
owner, along with another couple, went out to dinner.  While they were eating the 1958 Convertible was stolen.  
Car was locked; key removed, and switch in the locked position.  The owner had the car for many years and though 
insured, was not covered for the actual value.  At the banquet the owner reminded all of us to review our insurance 
and insure it is up to date.  Be on the lookout for a previously painted blue 1958 convertible, with skirts, a conti-
nental kit, white sidewall tires, and in better than average condition.  If you have any information please contact the 
police in Auburn Washington. 

SOLD 
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September 2003 issue:   
 

⇒ 2004 Club Membership renewal form on page 
5.  Please see note on page 10 regarding form. 
 

⇒ Searching for a member to host the  
December holiday time potluck.  See details on 
page 7. 
 

⇒ August meeting photos at the XXX in  
Issaquah on page 3, 7 & 8. 

Photos provided by Bob Helgeson 
Happy Anniversary!!! 
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