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DECEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

It all started with a search for a dream 70 SS 396 or 454 Chevelle back in 
1997.  You know how that goes; you look for one car, but find another.  I 
was dreaming because Roberta wanted a Camaro and said that the 70  
models reminded her of a Plymouth Duster she drove back in high school.  
In order to satisfy her and make sure I did not bring home a Duster, I  
actually made Roberta come along as we looked at different cars. Together, 
we were able to eliminate certain years (of Chevelles) and I was able to  
convince her that a Camaro would be fine, but the back seat is too small.  A 
Chevelle was the better solution to answer my dream. 
 
                                                                           (continued on page 9) 

Jim & Roberta’s 1966 Chevelle SS Convertible  
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2003 Officers of the Puget Sound Region 

Puget Sound Region VCCA 
The Puget Sound Region of the Vintage Chevrolet Club of America (PS-VCCA) is dedicated to the preservation,  
restoration, fun and enjoyment of vintage Chevrolets cars and trucks. Members are not required to own a Chevrolet. 
PS-VCCA chapter membership is open to all Chevrolet enthusiasts who are members of the Vintage Chevrolet Club 
of America (VCCA). All Chevys from 1911 through 1977 may be registered with the region. General meetings are 
held on the 4th Monday of the month at Tillicum Middle School in Bellevue (see below). Meetings in September 
through May are from 7:30PM to 9:30PM. June and August meetings are announced in this publication. No meetings 
are held in July or December. You can learn more about the club by visiting the website. You can see color photos of 
previous tours, parts for sale, wanted, etc. and there is a link to view our Monthly Newsletter “Tappet Clatter.” You 
can find the PS-VCCA website on the World Wide Web @ http://www.barkerville.net/vccachev 

  Director                  Asst. Director 
Rod Schein                    Steve Grissom 
areshine@juno.com   Steveg4@aol.com 

  Secretary                  Treasurer 
    Don Comstock        Sallie Comstock 
              corvairguy@att.net 
 

   Activities             Historian                     Club Store 
      OPEN              Ana Maria Haley             Gail & Jim Darby 
                              anama97@aol.com           jdarb@att.net 

    Editor                                      Membership  
Jim Martoza                                      John Strampher                 
chevyjim@cablespeed.com        chevyjohn@foxinternet.com 

2  T A P P E T  C L A T T E R   

NOTE: Please submit Tappet Clatter contribu-
tions by the 10th of the month. Thanks 

It’s been very rewarding doing the newsletter for our club over the last four years.  I have learned 
numerous techniques for publishing the newsletter each month as well as many new skills related 
to the internet.  Now, the time has come for me to step aside and help another member with the  
Tappet Clatter.  I will be in the background assisting with the copying, mailing and the posting of 
the website editions.  I would like to welcome the new editor, David Haddock, and I am confident 
that he’ll do a fantastic job.  Last month, David started his editing early by sending in a spotlight 
story of his 51 Convertible.  Coincidently, the spotlight this month will feature Roberta and my 
1966 Chevelle. 
 
One of the biggest challenges that faces the newsletter editor is having enough material to make 
the club newsletter interesting, informative and good reading.   
 
With the advent of a new year upon us, I’m asking all the members of the Puget Sound Region of 
the Vintage Chevrolet Club of America to offer their assistance to David by sending him articles of 
interest, information about events, and news that relates to Chevrolets and our club.  One 
monthly feature that I feel has given freshness to the newsletter is the “Spotlight” car.  At this 
time, there are no “Spotlight” stories ready for the 2004 issues.  I encourage you to write a little 
story about your Chevy.  Include any before, during and after photos to enhance the feature. 
 
My thanks to everyone who contributed to the newsletter during my tenor as editor, your help 
made my job easier.  I’m looking forward to another great year for the Puget Sound VCCA.  
 

                                                                      Thanks again, Jim Martoza 

A Note From the Editor 
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Rod’s Relay 
     What a great Christmas party and gift exchange we had at Don and Sally Comstock's.  
The food was excellent and bountiful, Don and Sally’s home was decorated with many special 
attractions from years past, and the gift exchange was suspenseful as we tried to “hang on” to 
our gifts from being stolen.  I managed to “escape” with a Standard Catalog of Chevrolet, 
1912 – 1998.   The information and pictures are quite helpful in my keeping the models and 
years straight. 
     At our last general meeting we elected our club officers for next year.  I want to give a spe-
cial thanks to each of you who accepted positions to serve our club.  It is my pleasure to intro-
duce our officers for 2004: 

Directors:                            Jerry Brownell & Rod Schein 
Assistant Director:              Steve Grissom 
Secretaries:                         Tom & Sharon Lauderback 
Treasurer:                           Sally Comstock 
Membership:                       Donna Onat & John Strampher 
Editors:                               Dave Haddock & Jim Martoza 
Activities Coordinators:       Olga Eadie & Don Comstock 
Historian:                            Bob Helgeson 
Club Store:                         Ana Maria & George Haley 

     I look forward to being on this team of officers.  With several positions being shared, we 
have a lot of creative horsepower under the hood.  We will put the key in the ignition after our 
installation banquet on January 24th at our general meeting on January 26th.  On the following 
Thursday, January 29th, we will have our first exec meeting at John Strampher’s home at 
7:00pm.  As with all exec meetings, they are open to all of our members and we appreciate it 
when you can come to help us brainstorm and plan our club events. 
     Also, at our last general meeting, we heard that our NW meet planning group (open to 
each one of you) has been making significant progress on meet plans and site selection.  As 
this develops, each one of us can contribute to this great project.  Thanks to each one of you 
who has helped so far.   
     I hope your Christmas is meaningful and enjoyable, and that your New Year is filled with 
good Chevy fun.               
                                                                      In the Relay with you, Rod 

January 26th at 6:15 PM (this is 1 1/4 hour prior to our regular meeting) we will 
have a NW Meet Planning meeting.  We will meet again at the Jim and Gail 
Darby’s home that is just north of the school, call for directions if needed.  If you 
have any ideas or just want to attend to listen please feel free to come.  Last month, 
we agreed to hold the meet in Bellingham.  There are lots of functions and tasks to 
make up a meet that all our guests and we will enjoy.  Please get involved in any 
way you can small or large.  Please join us or share your suggestions with any Club  
Officer.      Gail will have something to eat, so no one will go hunger 
to the regular meeting.  Feel free to come at 6:00PM.  Thanks 

2005 NW Meet Planning Meeting 

T A P P E T  C L A T T E R  3  
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4  T A P P E T  C L A T T E R   

CLUB  STORE  &  RAFFLE  

Next January at the annual banquet the club store will assume new management. Jim and I 
will hand off the keys to the club store to the new managers, George and Ana Marie Haley. 
They have some plans for spicing up the club store's activities at the general meetings.  
 
Now that we are in the middle of winter, the club store will share a recipe for a hot coca mix 
to chase away the winter chills.  
Ingredients:  
1 (27 ounce) container of Nestlé's Quik  
1 (30 ounce) container of Cremora.  
2 cups of powdered sugar  
1 (4 pound) box of powdered milk.  
 
In a clean, heavy duty, plastic bag, place all ingredients and shake to mix thoroughly. Let the 
bag rest for a few minutes after shaking to avoid the powdery cloud of the coca mix. Add 1/3 
to 1/2 cup of the powder mix to 10 ounces of hot water. I usually add 1/2 cup for a richer 
taste.  
 
Please note the following. Sifting the powdered sugar may help it to blend easier into the mix.  
Amounts are approximate.....Add more quik if you want it more chocolaty. Add more or less 
powder sugar to suit your taste. Some one suggested substituting Splenda for the powder 
sugar to reduce the sugar content for diabetics....Sounds like it should work, but I haven't 
tried it.  
I am not brand loyal, so I use store brands whenever they are cheaper.  
This recipe yields about 1 3/4 gallons of powder cocoa mix and it is very quick to fix.  
Hope you enjoy it.  
 

                                            Gail & Jim Darby 

ANNIVERSARIES! 

Glenn & Judy Landguth  11th  
Gary & Joanne Barquist  18th 
Myron & Resa Gabelein  23rd 

Sis Barker  5th 
Gisela Jones  16th 
Lynne Jacobs  29th 
George Kowats  6th 
Bernard Schaffer  9th 
 

BIRTHDAYS! 

January Celebrations 

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory Pro trial version http://www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com


Annual Banquet Registration Form 
 

Name________________________ Spouse or Guest____________________ 
 

Address____________________________ City/State__________________ 
 

Phone_____________________ E-mail_______________________________ 
 

Write the number of meals wanted in corresponding dinner choice. 
 

Steak_________        Chicken_________        Veggie Pasta__________ 
 

Registration forms must be returned to John by January 16, 2004. 
Mail them to John Strampher.  His phone number is (206) 246-1199. 
 

Please make checks payable to PS-VCCA.  
 

Enter total amount enclosed_______________ 

Annual Awards and New Officers Installation Banquet 
 

Once again, John Strampher has volunteered to arrange the banquet facilities and menu planning.  He has 
reservations at the Yankee Diner in Ballard for Saturday January 24th.  Same location as last year.  We 
will be in a private banquet room in the basement.  Social time will start at 6:00 PM, followed by dinner 
being served promptly at 6:30 PM.  The evening’s festivities of entertainment will be provided by Bill 
Barker and Jim Darby.  We must be out of the room by 10:00 PM or we will be charged extra.  Map and 
direction will be in next months issue.  
 
Meals include a tossed Caesar Salad, Dinner Rolls with Butter, Fresh Garden Vegetables, Chefs Choice 
of Potatoes or Rice Pilaf, and Coffee, Tea or Decaf.  The prices below include tax and tip.  They will 
have a no-host bar available to us for the first hour only.  After that adult beverages will be available in 
the bar.  
 
We have 3 dinner choices: 
 

TOP SIRLION STEAK: Choice Top Sirloin broiled to perfection.  $22.00 

STUFFED CHICKEN BREAST: Boneless breast stuffed with and prosciutto, topped with a lemon  

caper sauce.  $21.00 

VEGETARIAN PASTA: Fresh vegetables in a creamy fettuccine sauce  $18.00 

T A P P E T  C L A T T E R  5  
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6  T A P P E T  C L A T T E R   

General Membership Meeting Minutes 

November 24, 2003 
 

Call to Order  Meeting called to order at 7:45 by Director Rod Schein. One guest was introduced by 
Donna Onat.  She is Mary Sandstrom who drives a beautiful 1954 Sport Coupe. 
 

General Business  General Business John Strampher reported 50 members have renewed their 
membership for next year.  There is also still time to renew your membership! Our treasurer, Sallie 
Comstock, reported that the money is rolling in as renewals are being paid.  Jim Darby is raffling a 14-
piece screwdriver set, lock deicer, a Chevy watch, donated by Dick Olson, and a visor mirror. 
 

Elections   Elections were held and the following members were unanimously voted into office for 
2004.   Director  -  Jerry Brownell & Rod Schein         
            Assistant Director  -  Steve Grissom 
            Treasurer  -  Sallie Comstock              
            Secretary  -  Tom Lauder back & Sharon Lauderback 
            Membership  -  John Strampher & Donna Onat                    
            Editor  -  Dave Haddock & Jim Martoza                                
            Activities  -  Olga Mendez & Don Comstock 
            Historian  -  Bob Helgeson 
            Club Store  -  Ana Maria Haley & George Haley 
            Rod Schein, for the nominating committee, thanked all who volunteered.  There will be an  
executive committee meeting Thursday, January 29th. 

 
 

Web Site  Bill Barker registered the name “Puget Sound Vintage Chevrolet.org” as the official name 
for our web site.   
 
 

Swap Meets   The Club will rent one booth at the Portland Swap Meet with Don Comstock paying the 
bill and using the booth to sell stuff.  He will have handouts for the club and hopefully have space for 
members to store some parts.  
 

Tours and Activities  Sallie & Don Comstock will host the Christmas Party at their home in Sumner.  
The date will be December 7th from 1 P.M. to early evening.  Annual Banquet is January 24th in  
Ballard at the Yankee Diner. 
 
Other Information  For your information Steve Grissom announced some of the programs planned 
for 2004.  January will be Chroming Do’s and Don’ts presented by a local chrome shop.  Steve  
suggested bring things you want chromed for discussion and estimates. February is the auction  
fundraiser, and April will be on Judging.  
 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM 
 

                                                                    Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                    Don Comstock 

Club Member Updates: 
 

We now have 59 paid-up members. We also have 24 signed up for the banquet. 
If you need a 2004 membership form or a banquet registration form (one on pg. 
5), just let Jim Martoza or John Strampher know and we will make sure you  
receiving one. 
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Club Touring & Activities Information for 2003 
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I heard that Roberta and I missed a good time at the Comstocks’ 
Holiday party on December 7th.  There were 37 people there for 
the Christmas party. They all had a great time. Don Comstock's 
95 year old mother, Edna made an appearance too.    Thanks 
John Strampher for providing this summary.  

SAD NEWS! 
 
Red Frey died December 1st, 2003. Red was a long time mem-
ber of the Columbia River Region. He joined VCCA in 1970. 
Our older members will remember him from the Northwest 
Meets where he was an active participant. Red was as colorful 
as his name, and always good for a lively conversation. He 
will be missed by his wife Wanda and his many VCCA friends. 
                                                          Provided by Jim Farris 

History of Station Wagons Part 3        
Complied by Don Comstock 
 
The 50’s produced a dramatic change in automobile styling and innova-
tion in chrome add-ons.  Engines became more powerful, automatic trans-
missions were the norm, while fins grew each year.  Many station wagons 
were actually high-end models, with numerous options. By the end of the 
decade, the station wagon was firmly established as the family vehicle of 
choice. Two-door wagons (like the Chevrolet Nomad) were marketed, but 
generally rejected by most consumers. Perhaps it had to do with cost...the 
1957 Chevrolet Nomad (base price $2,757) was the most expensive 
Chevrolet that year, priced even higher than the Bel Air convertible! The 
hardtop or pillarless body style wagon, however, survived into the 60's, 
and represented the most stylish and expensive models offered. 
 
By the early 50's, wooden wagon bodies had disappeared and were re-
placed by the more practical all-steel body. Although Chevrolet had intro-
duced the first all-steel station wagon body in 1935 (the first Suburban), 
followed later by Willys in 1946, both were still built off a truck chassis (the 
Chevy from a panel delivery truck chassis, and the Willys off a civilian ver-
sion of the Jeep). Crosley introduced an all-steel car-based wagon during 
the 1947 model year (as part of their CC model line), and 1949 brought 
about the all-steel Plymouth Suburban station wagon (also car-based). 
Chevrolet changed from wood to metal mid way through the 1949 model 
year with 3,342 wood and 6,006 metal bodied  
station wagons being produced.  Almost all manufacturers followed suit by 
1951.  The last woodie to use a real wood on the exterior was the 1953 
Buick Roadmaster Estate Wagon. The woodie look survived on, though, 
with simulated wood panels available on many (usually upscale) models 
up into the 1990's. 
 
                                                                         (continued on page 10) 
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2004 Club Meetings & Auto Events Calendar  
JAN 9-11  Rod, Custom & Cycle Show, Oakland, CA 209.744.8090 

 24th  Club Awards and Officer Installation Banquet. Info on page 5. 
 26  General Meeting: @Tillicum @7:30 PM.  

FEB 7-8  Corvette & High Perf. Meet, Puyallup,WA 360.786.8844 and Collector Car 
Auction, Puyallup,WA 800.255.4485 

 14-15  Early Bird Swap Meet, Puyallup,WA 253.863.6211 
 24  General Meeting: @Tillicum @7:30 PM.  
 27-29  Seattle Roadster Show, WA 877.236.0632 

 28  All Auto Swap Meet, Vancouver WA 503.644.0632 
MAR 13-14  Almost Spring Swap, Puyallup,WA 425.876.4511 
APR 2-4  Portland, OR, 40th Portland Swap Meet @ Exposition Center, 2060 N Marine 

Dr. Info: 503-678-2100 or 503-618-1321 

8  T A P P E T  C L A T T E R   

Yankee Diner 
(206) 783-1964 

PORTLAND SWAP MEETS 
 

I noticed in the November minutes of the Columbia River Region that there will be a  
competing swap meet at Portland International Raceway the same dates as the regular  
Portland Swap Meet at the Expo Center.   
                                                               Provided by Jim Farris 
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T A P P E T  C L A T T E R  9  

The dream Chevelle would be a BIG BLOCK, however, should it be a 
4 speed on the floor or an automatic?  What if it was a column shift?  
These questions drove me nuts.  Until one day on the internet of 
course, I found a 66 Chevelle SS Convertible.  My dream did not  
include a model that could be driven topless.  I called Roberta into 
the computer room to see what I had found.  Based on the  
telephone number I knew it was close to us.  I called and set up a 
visit to see the car. 
 

After some negotiations the Chevelle found its new home in our  
garage in October 1997.  It turns out that Roberta had always 
wanted a convertible.  I met my BIG BLOCK Chevelle dream even 
though the original one I was searching for was four years newer 
than this Chevelle.  (1970 pictured above) 
 

We quickly found out that 4-wheel drum brakes did a lousy job of stopping a 3800-pound car.  So first, we 
redid the brakes.  During the process we discovered that the brake shoes were glazed and cracked.  In  
order to make the car safer in today’s traffic mess we opted to install front disc brakes.  This allowed us to 
change to a dual reservoir master cylinder and increase the car’s braking abilities substantially.  Along with 
all new brakes and stainless steel lines, we rebuilt the front suspension, changed the shock and springs in 
the both the front and back.  (picture below) 
 

We have purchased little parts for the car over the next several years.    

 
In early 2002, it was time to have the engine rebuilt.  We had scheduled an appointment with Dave Folsom 
to remove and rebuild the tired 396 engine.  Dave did many things to the car beside the engine.  He fixed 
the power top, added back up lights as well as many other bonus items.  We still have lots more to do, but 

that is what 
makes it fun 
and rewarding. 
 
Jim & Roberta 
Martoza 
 

(continued from front page 
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From the Glove Box 

1 0  T A P P E T  C L A T T E R   

 

Here are answers to previous questions on the 
Glove Box and a few new  
questions.  
The first from Jim Darby regarding rivets or bolts.  All 
agreed that bolts would be fine as long as they 
were grade 8 bolts.   

Number two, Mary Sandstorm asked about who to use for insuring her 54. 
Many companies insure our Chevys.  Some mentioned were  JC Taylor, Hagerty, Grundy, 
and even State Farm.  
 

Jim Martoza asked about octane and what we should use in our Chevys.  Bob Helgeson sent in an arti-
cle on Octane ratings.  See page 12.  
 

Lastly, Donna Onat inquired if using different tire sizes affect the accuracy of your speedometer and 
perhaps the odometer.  The easy answer is yes.  A different size tire/wheel can change the  
accuracy of both the speedometer and the odometer. Bob Helgeson sent in an explanation 
of the calculation.  See next page.  Thanks Bob 

December Glove Box 

New Questions:  From Donna Onat.  I was just out in my '54 and met a fellow who 
has a '50 Chrysler. He says he puts a lead additive into the gas on every 3rd 
tank, to protect the engine. Is this a good idea for our Chevys? 
 
George Haley asked at the November meeting why does his 6 volt flasher, flash 
fast.  I recall that the cause could be that he has the wrong flasher. See next 
page for a sample flasher. 
 

Keep the questions coming. We all learn from these discussions. You can e-mail your  
questions or solutions to Jim Farris at farrismej@aol.com  Thanks for all of your contributions. 

                                            Jim Martoza for Jim Farris 
                                                                                                                                                               Custodian of the Glove boxCustodian of the Glove boxCustodian of the Glove box 

TWO Questions. 
See below?? 

History of Station Wagons                                                            (continued from page 7) 
Muscle cars! Longer! Lower! Wider! More power!  This is the focus of the 60’s. But the 60’s started off 
with a new wagon phenomenon - compact station wagons. Simultaneous 1960 wagon introductions 
by Ford (Falcon/Comet) and Chrysler (Valiant), followed by Chevrolet (Corvair in 1961 and Chevy II in 
1962), brought new choices to the wagon market. These compacts were in response to a new factor 
in the station wagon market....the foreign car, compact, market including station wagons.  Almost im-
mediately following the introduction of the compact wagon was the mid-size (aka "intermediate", or 
"senior compact") wagon - positioned, of course, between the compacts and the original full-size. 
Ford's mid-size was the Fairlane (1962), followed by Chevrolet's introduction of the Chevelle (1964).  
But let's not forget the original full-size station wagon, which was still in full bloom. Numerous trim 
models were offered in each body style, with a almost endless list of trim and other options. Excess 
chrome, big fins, hardtops, all disappeared by the end of the decade. However, drivetrains improved 
radically, with brakes, suspensions, engines, and transmissions making quantum leaps in reliability 
and functionality.  Tailgates became an area of innovation - there were two-way tailgates, three-ways, 
sliding roof panels, liftbacks, side-by-sides, and other variations. The Buick Sportswagon and the 
Oldsmobile Vista Cruiser introduced a unique raised roof with a fixed glass sunroof and glass side 
panels by the end of the 60’s.                                                               (continued on page 14) 
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David White sent in this photo of 
this 41 from the LeMay open House 
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Octane rating 
What is correct for our Older Chevy’s? 

(The following excerpts are taken from Joe Egan’s Pit Stop, Columnist for Cruzin’ Magazine) 
 

 

Many of you have experienced a pinging / knocking sound caused by lower priced gasoline in 
your automobile.  These knocks seemed to be at their worst when the car labors up a steep hill.  
The cause of the pinging / knocking is Pre-ignition detonation. 
 
Pre-ignition detonation is the spontaneous ignition of a portion of the air fuel mixture in the  
cylinder and the concurrent ignition at the spark plug that cause a second wave of combustion to 
collide with the first resulting in a shock wave.  Or simply, pre-ignition is the ignition of the air/fuel 
mixture before the spark occurs.  The shock is heard as a ping or a knock and can cause damage 
to the engine.  The most common sources of pre ignition are red-hot deposits in the combustion 
chamber or the high compression in a hot engine. 
 
In 1916 Iodine was added to gasoline to help eliminate the knock.  It knocked out the knocks but 
added to much cost to a gal of gas.  The next anti-knock additive was aniline but it stunk so bad 
the chemists gave up on it.  Finally, in 1921 Tetraethyl Lead was found to be a powerful anti-
knock chemical and it wasn’t long before a scale of zero to 100 was developed as means of  
expressing whether gasoline would cause a knock in an engine.  Octane is nothing more than the 
measure of a fuels resistance to knocking in a specific engine.  By 1923 the refineries were add-
ing Tetraethyl Lead and red dye to the gasoline.  The red dye was added just so it would be  
recognized as Ethyl.  By the mid 70’s, EPA court actions forced the elimination of Tetraethyl Lead 
as an additive and the petroleum companies concentrated on other additives –most being petro-
leum or fuel and lubricant related.  
 
When one drove into a filling station in the 50’s to mid 70’s and asked for Ethyl, It meant high test 
by virtue of containing the ethyl anti-knock compound.  The words High test was misleading in 
that it implied a hotter fuel.  Some thought it implied more power.  Tetraethyl lead additive actually 
caused a slower, smoother, or more even burn rate.  It also raises the temperature at which the 
gas will ignite.  Thus the term and need for hotter plugs in high compression engines.  The  
objective was to prevented the Pre-ignition detonation or knock in high compression engines.  
High  
Octane does not give gas more power.  Higher compression gives more power does.   
 
A simple rule applies: if you have a low compression engine use low octane fuel.  If you have a 
high compression engine use high-octane fuel.  If high-octane fuel is used in low compression  
engines it result in more emissions because of the quenching effect of the cylinder walls cooling 
the mixture.  Cooler temp means less fuel is burned which then exits out the exhaust.  Unburned 
fuel will also wash past the rings and contaminate the oil faster.  Low octane fuel burns more 
complete than high-octane fuel.  Use the lowest octane that you can without pre-ignition.  It is a 
waste of money to use a higher-octane fuel than your engine needs.  But never use a gasoline, 
which requires your ignition timing to be retarded below factory specifications, 
 
If your engine does not knock it is getting all the octane it is tuned for or can use.  The only way I 
know that an engine can be made to use more “octanes” is to Power Time your engine or rebuild 
it to a higher compression ratio.  Ideally your ignition timing should be set at a point just before 
combustion knock occurs i.e. Power Timed.                                                  (continued on next page)  
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Octane rating (continued from previous page) 
 

If your engine is without computer controlled timing, power timing is easy.  (Most of the cars that we work on can 
be power timed)  Fine a level roadway while driving your car at 20 mph or less.  In high gear press down on the 
accelerator to load the engine.  (Cars with automatic transmissions should not shift down to a lower gear)  If the 
engine does not ping advance the timing in small increments and test each time until ping is noticed.  Then  
retard the timing just enough to stop the ping.  One final test is starting the engine.  The starter should crank  
steadily and not hesitate as if the engine is trying to kickback against the starter.  If it does kickback retard the 
timing slightly.  

Donna Onat sent this via email last month.  
 

I took my Chevy out to do errands this afternoon, it being a good-weather day (not raining) and we 
ended up at the post office. An older fellow came over in the parking lot, obviously infatuated (with 
the car). He said that he had one just like mine (different color) as a senior in college & wondered if 
mine was already restored when I bought it. Well, that was an extreme compliment! (Restored?, I said 
in my head) I explained that it was towed to my driveway, not running, after being jumped w/a 12/volt  
system. I explained how the rear window had been vandalized, broken & needed to be replaced. I 
pointed out the dented & rusting spots on the body & mentioned that the inside was totally trashed. Did 
not even mention the one windshield wiper, heater core needing repair, interior leaks, and intermittent 
starting problems. Did say that it was 6 months' work just to get her to start, and then the #$^@&*% 
starter motor seized up. Said that it's a victory now, just being able to drive her ! ! ! Still, somehow, he 
perceived this car as restored. If old ladies can still appreciate compliments, this one in my driveway 
should be smiling tonight : > )  Thanks for listening,  
Donna 

Create the theme for the 2005 NW Meet! 
 

We are looking for a theme for the 2005 NW Meet.  Give us your ideas and we hope to 
have members vote on the best 3 with a prize (more later on what) to the person that 
submitted the idea.  Meet will be in Bellingham in 2005, this is the 34th annual meet.  
Traditional stone for 34th anniversary is the opal.  So we get a vision of a green and 
pink 59 Chevy disappearing down the road with those big taillights lit…surely you can 
do better than that.  Give your ideas to any club officer; we hope to vote on the best at 
the February meeting 

I saw this truck up in Port Townsend during Thanksgiving at Bergstrom's Antiques. It was used as a dy-
namite trunk in Hayward, California. Fully restored with absolutely beautiful paint.  He wants 45K.  More 
photos on page 14                    Provided by David White 
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History of Station Wagons                                                  (continued from page 10) 
 

The 1970's hurt the automobile industry killing off much of the innovation as well as actual sales with the first 
gasoline crisis in 1974 and the new emissions specifications (starting in 1972) which killed the muscle car 
(and engine performance in general). “Quality build” meaning fit and finish of American built cars couldn’t 
come close to matching the Japanese brands or even the European imports. All of these events were particu-
larly hard on the full-size station wagon. Sales of full-size models fell dramatically in 1974-1975, culminating 
with the disappearance of all full-size wagon models from the Chrysler (and Dodge and Plymouth) product 
line in 1978. Chrysler went on to build the minivan, and has not built a full-size wagon since. 
 

Station wagons became available in even smaller sizes (subcompacts).....remember the Pinto? Vega? And for 
the final decade, the wagon industry was still ruled by the domestic manufacturers.  By 1980 American cars 
made a comeback, but the form and substance of the station wagon was no longer the same.  The minivan 
and front wheel drive replaced the traditional wagon when Chrysler introduced the 1984 model.  It became the 
vehicle of choice for family transport. It was said that in some ways the minivan became popular because 
people were trying to escape the 'mom-mobile' image of the station wagons they grew up with. 
 

While the full & mid-size wagons faded, the imports came on strong. A large variety of wagons were  
available in almost every imported car line. You could get a compact Honda Civic station wagon, for  
example, or a luxurious Nissan Maxima. How about a VW Fox, or a Toyota Cressida? And don't forget the 
tough little Subaru wagons. High-end German manufacturers also chimed in with the Mercedes and Audi wag-
ons (but no, no Porsche wagon). All-wheel drive became an interesting option on station wagons during the 
1980's. Available on most Subarus, the Honda Civic (wagon only), the Audi 5000/100/200 ('quattro'), the AMC 
Eagle, and others, it was almost a foreshadowing of the four-wheel drive SUV craze of the 1990's. 
 

As a final, shining beacon, GM introduced the last restyle of its full-size, rear-wheel wagons in 1991 with the 
Chevrolet Caprice. In 1992, the Buick version (Roadmaster) was introduced - the final chapter in the story of 
full-size wagons that goes all the way back to the 1920's. The Oldsmobile version (Custom Cruiser) disap-
peared after the 1992 model year, while the Caprice and the Roadmaster finished things out by lasting 
through the 1996 model year. Why were they dropped? To make room for producing more trucks....SUV’s. 
 

The family station wagon has many functions. First and foremost, a station wagon provides the family with a 
comfortable vehicle that can hold the entire family as well as the belongings they need for a vacation. They 
can hold all the groceries in addition to the lawn mower, lumber, and other big items the family needs. Fami-
lies have also been known to use the station wagon as a home away from home. They are perfect for camping 
trips, because the cargo bay can be turned into a bed if need be. One of the most familiar functions of station 
wagons is their employment during "tailgate" parties. At football games and concerts station wagons are per-
fect for having picnics before or after the big event.   Have I just described a 1955 Bel Air 4 door wagon or a 
2003 Chevy Tahoe ?   Modern station wagons share little with their predecessors as to appearance but they 
serve the same purpose, and some will say, so much better. 
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TAPPET CLATTER Classifieds 
FOR SALE 

1960’s Vintage Snap-On Engine analyzer scope, timing 
light, manual, in great condition; $250 Car moving Cast-
ers (4 dollies) fit under each tire, easy to roll vehicle into 
storage space. Jim Seiber (425) 392-7865 jseiber@att.net 
‘54 pick up bed, fenders, etc. being converted to a flat-
bed. Negotiate Caldwell Spiller, 206 356-3271 
Heidt’s front cross-member for ‘36-‘39 straight axle cars, 
to convert to Mustang II IFS, $350  
George Kowats, 253-852-8178 
‘37-‘38 misc. car parts Tom Johnson 253-852-2464 
‘32 Chevy, 7 leaf rear springs $40 pair, Don Boltz, 
(206)242-4636 or DONNYS32@AOL.COM 
‘81 Malibu Classic Wagon, one elderly lady 
owner. 62,000 pampered miles, Walt Blair, 
(206)242-6745 or blairhall33@excite.com 
‘65 Chevelle 396 engine, Pat @425-373-1688 
‘66 Chevelle Convertible, 6 cyl. auto. tilt wheel 
(the only option). It has some rust in the trunk and the 
fender wells and the top is just "OK". Power top how-
ever, I have never used the power top feature. 69k 
miles, original owner just never drove it. Will run 
with a new battery but, needs a tune up.  
JIMTEE@aol.com 

Set of 8 lug Chev wheels w/good 16.5 tires, $75 
Jim Farris (206) 937-5636 or farrismej@aol.com 
1987 Pontiac Trans AM GTA configuration, T-tops, 
excellent mechanics & driver $2750 OBO 
Walt Blair (206) 249-6745 or blairhall33@excite.com 
‘59 Convertible, 80K miles, Bruce Nickelson (425) 
771-8475 
‘54 Bel Air, 30K miles @ AIM Automotive  10th & 
HWY 99 Lynnwood  
‘32 5 Pass Coupe, $2000, Jim Farris, (206) 937-5636 
Farrismej@aol.com 
‘27 4 Door Sedan, Art Heyer, (206) 243-8838 

‘56 Chev, step bumper, Dave Roberts, (425) 822-
6831 
1940 Chevrolet Fender Guard for Right Front or 
Left Rear. These are sometimes called Bumper 
Tips. One only or complete set of four. Part number 
985656 Group 7.827 Dennis Johnson 360-697-1165 
or djchevrus@aol.com  
1937 or 1938 Chev truck cab, any condition. 
Dick Olson 425 222-5798 or rolson82@comcast.net 
Windshield wiper transmission for 54 210 w/
PG Donna Onat (425) 643-0762 or  
donnaonat@juno.com 
(5) 1957 Chevrolet 14” wheels, Don Boltz 
(206) 242-4636 or DONNYS32@AOL.COM 
Good 3 speed manual transmission, for '53 
Chev Bel Air Sedan. A '54 transmission would work 
too. Contact: Dale Hicks, at 425-481-9787, Bothell. 

WANTED 

1936–1950 Passenger and 1/2 Ton Brake Shoe Cores. Also, 9 inch ‘38 
to ‘53 clutch discs. Bring to any meeting.  We will forward them to  

990 South Second Street  Lebanon, OR 97355 
TO ORDER:             INFORMATION: 
(800) 841-6622                (541) 258-2114 
FAX: (541) 258-6968  or   
www.fillingstation.com 

Wanted Reward! 
 

We are seeking “Spotlights” of club members 
cars for 2004 Tappet Clatters.  Please take the 
time to write up the history of your car and in-
clude two pictures and send them to Jim Mar-
toza.  Do it the way that suits you the best, but 
if you can do as an attachment to an e-mail 
that helps Jim put it together.  See the past 
ones in 2003 as examples.  Reward? – You will 
have a copy for many many years and help us 
produce an interesting monthly publication.  
Also, there is a rumor going around  
regarding special issues to spotlight car  
owners. THANKS 
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December 2003 issue:   
 

⇒ Club Annual Banquet Registration and information on page 5.   
 

⇒ December holiday time potluck summary on page 7. 
 

⇒ Answers and more questions in the Glove Box on page 10 
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