Fall Issue 2004

National OA Conference

How do you explain NOAC (National Order of the Arrow Conference) to folks who have never attended? Well, for
some, NOAC is likened to a National Jamboree, only for OA members. One of the other major differences is that you live
on a college campus, in dorm rooms, and food is served for you! No cooking. If you are fortunate, you get a nice air-
conditioned room. The scale of the event is impressive as well. Nearly 7000 fellow Arrowmen from across the country
came to this year’s NOAC held at Iowa State University in Ames, lowa. When we meet in the large auditorium for our
arena shows and assemblies, it is mighty impressive to see so many uniformed scouts in sashes.

Representing our Lodge was Brian Buesing, Keith McCammon, Tim Godsey, Alex Haak, Conner Williamson, John
Miller, Rob Orr, Joe Jordan and Ev Williamson. Lee Kraut, Mark Dahlen, Brian Dennen and Jim Neubaum served as staff
members. Adam Snyder once again worked on the shows staff, providing the incredible pyrotechnics that has been a principle
feature of the shows. What follows are the reflection of those in attendance in hopes that you might become motivated to at-
tend the next NOAC in 2006.

Butane (Brian Buesing)Lodge Secretary
Hey you guys. This is Brian here at NOAC, and all I can think
about is where everyone else is. What could you be doing that’s better
than this? I've had more fun in the past three days than I could have in
o weeks back on the shore.

First there’s all I learned. I don’t care who you are; there is
Wsomething for you to learn here. I've learned everything from how to
8 design a good website to how to do bead work to how to do a chicken
dance (don’t ask). You get to pick what you learn. You don’t have to
¥ Jearn about business things. You can learn about crafts, dancing, or just
ave fun at TOAP or a scuba pool.
4 The one thing that I've noticed about the other lodges is that
88 the ones that have a bunch of people are having a great time. If we can
Whave this good of a time with only nine people in our contingent, I cant
imagine what it would be like with twenty or fifty or more! It's a great
ay to get involved in the lodge or chapter. You can learn a lot to bring
back home with you.

Speaking of bringing things home, you can’t go to NOAC without learning about patch trading. It’s an adventure! You
can see a bunch of awesome designs. I've seen patches that look like everything from Super Mario to Led Zeppelin to a mob-
ster lobster. I found a bunch of old MaKaJaWan patches and a bunch of new ones that go for a lot in the patch trading circles.
Whatever your fancy is, you'll find it at NOAC. I hope to see all of you at 2006. PS: Joe Jordan is the man!

NOAC 2004 Joe Jordan, Advisory At-Large, Vigil Ceremonial team

Forty years after I was inducted into Lodge 40, I attended my first National Order of the Arrow (NOAC) Conference in Ames,
lowa. I certainly don’t recommend waiting so long to experience loads of fun and fellowship, and to be inspired by the sight
of over seven thousand arrowmen who have gathered together to celebrate our membership in his great organization. The
enthusiasm around us was infectious; the training sessions gave us many new ideas to bring home for the betterment of our
lodge; and the positive messages we heard from our national and regional officers inspired me to rededicate myself to the obli-
gation I first took forty years ago. Whether you were recently inducted or you're an old dog like me, NOAC is the place to go
in 2006. I promise you won't regret it!






