oRPER g,

%
:

Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan Lodge 40

sx“oﬁs ADg

5 N

OF Amepic®

QO IBWAY

The OA’s first Indian Summer was held this past August in Asheville, North Carolina and
our Lodge was well represented. Charlie O’Brien, Josh Goldman, Chris Hill, Mike Turon,
Alex Haak and Advisors Mark Dahlen and Rob Orr spent 4 days in the Carolina Mountains.

Indian summer is a National OA training event that focused solely on ceremonies and Native American culture. Nearly 700 Arrowmen
from across the nation attended the conference held at the Ridgecrest Center, a 2000 acre training and retreat facility.

Charlie O’Brien said, “It was a very unique and interesting event that was jam packed to the brim with stuff to do. I enjoyed deepening my
knowledge in dance and regalia. Chris Hill said, “I had a blast making crafts and bonding with new friends.”

Aside from a full class schedule, we also participated in 3 Native American Pow Wows, a mountain man rendezvous and service projects
for the Center. While the schedule kept us running from about 8:30 a.m. till 11:00 p.m. everyday, there was still time to explore the imme-
diate area. A couple of us got up very early one morning and climbed the Rattlesnake Trail to summit behind the Conference Center (You
can’t keep the outing out of scouting!). This offered a beautiful view of the surrounding mountains at sunrise. Upon reaching the summit,
Mike Turon called out, “Now I know why they call these the Blue Ridge Mountains!” All the way to the horizon one could see the gentle
sloping shade of blues that marked the range.

Josh Goldman commented on how well organized the entire event was. It was hard not to find something that would be of interest. There
was an entire building devoted to crafts projects and another 20 classrooms set up for seminars and demonstrations. Alex Haak said he en-
joyed learning new Native dance styles. If you missed Indian Summer, you can still get a taste of the experience at next Summer’s NOAC.
NOAC is the National OA Conference. It attracts about 8000 scouts and leaders and is a great way to learn much more about the OA and
how you can make a contribution to the OA. Be part of the fun.






