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Fall Issue—2002

Lodge Sends Delegates to
National Convention in Indiana

NOAC — the National Order of the Arrow Conference,
held this year at the University of Indiana, is an almost inde-
scribable experience. First there is the size of the group —
7300 Arrowmen from all over the United States. They fill the
Bobby Knight-made-famous Basketball arena -- 7300 scouts
and scouters, with their sashes -- 7300 folks with Lodge
patches and shared OA experiences. There was even one
group representing OA Lodges serving members on military
bases throughout Europe and North Afica!

Then there is Indiana University itself...the campus is
large, but once you find your way on foot, you can begin to
comprehend its scale. It was best to abandon the car and hike
to all of the events. We all stayed in various dorms through-
out the campus and ate our meals in the dorm’s cafeteria.

Some have likened this event to a Jamboree — however it
is not a true analogy since this is both a business
meeting and a gathering of like-minded people.
Everyone takes classes on hundreds of topics in
the morning. In the afternoon, much like the
Jamboree, there is wide variety of activities.
You can play sports, got to clinics on Native
American regalia, and visit workshops or even
trade patches. The emphasis is on having fun
and socializing.

Another part of the NOAC experience is to
meet the many people who serve the Lodge on
other levels. There are National and Section
level people, most of whom we rarely see, but
feel the power of their work. For instance, the
National group has been working on a 5 year
strategic plan for the OA, which they unveiled at
this conference. (See Advisor’s comer for more
details)

The heat was oppressive...but it didn’t keep
our spirits down. Our Lodge was well repre-
sented by newly elected Lodge Chief Garrett
Wilson, Andy Hoose, Danny Clarke, Matt
Cleveland, Mick Lee, Joe Re, Pat Riggs. Steve

Smith, Andy Stone, Craig Utterbach, Jeff Rapp and Paul Bi-
lisko. Adults were Cindy Belisko, Sandy Rhodes, Chuch
Gilbert, Bud Hoose and Rob Orr. We had a very large group
from our Lodge who served on staff , they were: Adam Sny-
der, Seth Schrank, John Leslie, Mike Currier, Rawlette
Kraut, Lee Kraut and Jim Neubaum. In total, we had close to
30 people from our Lodge represented.

This was the largest MaKalaWan Lodge 40 contingent
to go to NOAC in many years. Ask any of the participants
what they thought of NOAC and you will get many different
answers, but most will agree that it was very much worth the
trip. The next NOAC will be in 2004 at lowa State.

Personal Perspectives on the
NOAC experience — See page 4

Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan Lodge’s contingent at the National OA Conference.






