


Friends Of Lake Hefner News

City program supports FoLH efforts to implement
provisions of Lake Hefner Master Plan: This is great
news! The Oklahoma City Planning Department has
begun working with Friends of Lake Hefner on imple-
menting policy and action elements of the Plan. The
Hefner Plan Implementation Matrix (Attached) lists all
the items in the Plan organized by section and time frame
for implementation.

We have met with planning staff to discuss a number
of the issues in the short time frame that we can begin
working on. Today, a requirement that a traffic impact
study be submitted at the time of any proposed zoning
change at the lake, became the first policy to be imple-
mented.

This is the beginning of the third component of our
mission, adding to improving communications and moni-
toring of City initiatives at the lake and working with the
city to improve those initiatives and resolve user issues
which are well underway. More exiting details like fund-
ing possibilities will be discussed at Tuesday’s meeting. It
is important every group is represented so please make
an effort to be there.

Trail Safety at the Lake: Last month we heard from
David Ellis and Todd Taylor about trail safety issues
with cycling/walking encounters and bad outcomes
discussed at the Trails Advisory Committee meeting they
monitored. David has agreed to continue to attend Trails
Advisory Committee meetings and to work with them
on this issue. Several of you responded to our request for
comments and proposed solutions which we will briefly
review at Tuesday’s meeting so David will have a sense
of the Board for the committee. Thanks to all of you who
responded.

Segway concession: We also heard from Todd and
David about a Segway concession coming to the trails
that was not mentioned at the Trails Advisory Commit-
tee meeting. The board determined this would be an
additional hazard on an already crowded and mixed use
trail. Carl Borgfield reports that Water Director Marsha
Slaughter and staff were also concerned and asked the
Trust to deny a permit for the concession on grounds that
the Lake Hefner trails are a “special” situation deserving
special treatment. Trustee and Council Representative Pat
Ryan commented about Lake users being consulted. The
Trust voted to follow the staff recommendation. We are
grateful to Ms. Slaughter, Councilman Ryan and the Trust
for addressing this safety issue.

OKC Kayak concession at Hobie Point: After months
of negotiations and problems with traffic, parking and
congestion on Hobie Point beach, an agreement has been
reached between the City and Dave Lindo, owner of OKC
Kayak. OKC Kayak is moving to the former Leeward
site. Member organizations at Hobie Point, represented

by Bill Bond director of Y
Sailing, and Gordon Murray
from Hobie Point Yacht Club,
will meet with Parks staff Jeff
Murray on Friday to discuss
any remaining traffic, park-
ing and safety concerns.

Relocation of Hobie Point
parking and ramp project: A
related story is the ramp and
parking improvements that were being considered at the
Leeward site. Because of the proximity of the Y Sailing
program, the Hobie Point Yacht Club and the kayak con-
cession, we agreed a ramp for motor boats would result
in a dangerous mix. As you know we found a safer loca-
tion, with better conditions for fishing, on the point to the
west. We presented it to the Game & Fish Commissioners,
and they agreed. The revised project has submitted to the
Trust and there has been no further action taken. We’ll
keep you advised.

Work begins on establishing FoLH Foundation:
Thanks to Richard Parry for drafting the attached In-
vestment Policy statement and moving this critical issue
forward. Learn more at the meeting. As before, we need
everyone on board with this, so try to be there.

Birding is a 36 billion dollar producer: The follow-
ing was taken from a summary sent us by Karen Miles:
A new report released today (7/15/09) by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service shows one of every five Americans
watches birds, and in doing so, birdwatchers contrib-
uted $36 billion to the U.S. economy in 2006, the most
recent year for which economic data are available. The
report - Birding in the United States: A Demographic
and Economic Analysis -shows that total participation in
birdwatching is strong at 48 million, and remaining at a
steady 20 percent of the U.S. population since 1996.

We are still short of what we need for the tree proj-
ect and to operate for the year, so if you or your group
haven’t contributed and you want to help, send a check
to:

Friends of Lake Hefner

P. O. Box 23281

Oklahoma City, OK 73123-2281

Check the website: http://www.lakehefner.org and
keep up to date at the blogspot: http://lake-hefner.blog-
spot.com/

FoLH Meeting Schedule

July 21,2009  Executive Committee Meeting
Aug. 18,2009 Board Meeting

Sept. 15,2009 Executive Committee Meeting
Oct. 20,2009 Annual Members Meeting



